Northern Spirit v Canberra Cosmos 


North Power Stadium, Saturday 22nd April, 2000. 


SOUVENIR EDITION 


I take this opportunity to welcome 
everyone to this magnificent facility, 
North Power Stadium, for our match 
against the Canberra Cosmos. 
| think it would be fair to say that our 
decisiion to move tonight's fixture from 
our spiritual home, North Sydney Oval, 
received a mixed reaction at best from 
the Club’s diehard supporters. 
i Others understood the need for a club 
| like the Northern Spirit to have an almost 
missionary responsibility in selling the message of the world 
game to new markets, like the Central Coast. 

Having made the decision we could not have been happier 
with the response we’ve received from everyone on the Central 
Coast. The media, the local junior teams, the Central Coast 
Soccer Association, the Coasties, Gosford City Council and 
Stadium management have all worked overtime in ensuring that 
tonight’s game captures the imagination of the people of the 
Central Coast. 

To our traditional fans who have ventured up the freeway for 
this match and to the thousands of local converts | thank them 
on behalf of the Board for coming out to cheer for the Spirit this 
evening. 

| know we've all said it before but | actually believe that soccer 
is on the precipice of something quite exciting in this country. 
And who knows, tonight one of the young players involved tn the 
junior parade before the main match could well be the next 
Harry Kewell, Mark Bosnich or Paul Okon. What other game in 
this country can offer the financial spoils and international 
recognition that soccer can? 

To the mums and dads who are here tonight | only have one 
message: Nurture and encourage your child’s dreams and the 
Northern Spirit will hopefully play its part in turning that child’s 
dream into a reality. 

Once again, thank you for coming. 


Remo Nogarotto 
Chairman - Northern Spirit FC 


captain’s call 


tremendous atmosphere. 


him score four against us. 


first couple of minutes. 


.in West Australia on Sunday, 7th May. 


Thank You. 


with Robbie Slater 


hk is plain to see that we cannot now make the top six play-offs this year, but we will be giving 100% effort in our 

remaining fixtures this season, and that starts with Canberra Cosmos here at North Power Stadium tonight. 
We've been training in Gosford all week, as well as doing promotions around the area, and the buzz around the 

place has been fantastic, similar to that at Spirit Park last season. It augers well for a big crowd tonight and a 


| No excuses for our game against Adelaide Force at Hindmarsh Stadium last weekend. Damian Mori, as we all 
know, is a prolific scorer and cannot be left alone for a second as he only needs a sniff at goat to tuck the fall 
away. We obviously didn’t keep as close an eye on him as we should have and paid the ultimate price by letting 


Tonight we tackle the Canberra Cosmos and although they suffered a nil-six defeat by table toppers 
Wollongong Wolves last weekend, they are a tougher side than the scoreline suggests. We had a terrific battle 
with them at Bruce Stadium earlier in the season when we won 3-1 and got off to a fantastic start when Tony Perenich netted for us in the 
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White Northern Spirit cannot make the 
top six it is still imperative that we string 
some wins together to move up the 
ladder for two reasons: 


One; we need to show our fans that 
Northern Spirit is still a football team worth following and 
secondly; the best way to lift confidence for next year is to get 
some good results at the back end of this one. 

| must add that the committment and passion over the past 
four or five weeks has been tremendous. We have really started. 
to get stuck in and that proves that as a team we have passion 
and care about the Northern Spirit shirt. 

Unfortunately we have conceded some silly goals and 
although that is a concern as a coach the most pleasing thing 
has been the effort put in. 

We now have four matches remaining against Canberra 
Cosmos (tonight), Brisbane Strikers (a), Parramatta Power 
(Friday night) and Perth Glory (a). We have four more chances to 
put together a run but the first hurdle is the Canberra Cosmos 
tonight. 

Against Marconi we showed we can battle hard and displayed 
courage to.come back (twice) and we also showed we can play Wie! 
a bit of football. 

Sadly it didn’t translate into three points but we have spoken 
about positive thinking and how we need to keep playing the 
way we did and have faith that the results will come as a 
consequence. 

Tonight we have the chance to continue our impressive recent 
home form that has seen us lose just once in our last nine home 
games. History is certainly not on our side tonight because our 
only loss to Canberra came at Spirit Park last season. 

Here’s hoping we can keep up the recent commitment and 
passion we have shown and collect all three points tonight. 


We face Danny Watkins (if selected) tonight as he nears the end of his loan period with the Cosmos and Nick Purdue, formerly with us 
of course. Both will be out to prove something and we must keep our concentration at all times. 

It was great to see so many of our supporters down in Adelaide, something | think we still have not got used to, and hopefully there will 
be many more of you here tonight. | ask that you get behind the team and cheer us on to victory, hopefully again, as we battle out the 
remainder of the season with Brisbane Strikers (a) on Tuesday, Parramatta Power (Spirit Park) on Friday and then against Perth Glory over 


We know we can do better, but we can’t ask for anything more from the supporters. You have been magnificent all season. 


Wha t! No Youth r4 with Dave Mason 


Recently, Northern Spirit Coach Graham Arnold was dumbfounded after the club was accused of not giving its talented youngsters an opportunity to prove themselves at 
the top level. 

The facts and figures prove this point incorrect. 

Last season Northern Spirit was the first club to initiate an apprenticeship scheme with four players, Paul Henderson, Matthew Langdon, Daniel Watkins and James 
Stubbs-Mills, all offered apprenticeships. Prior to the introduction of the apprenticeship scheme these players may not have made the impact they did last year, or even 
given the opportunity. 

All four played first grade with Henderson voted Player of the Year, Langdon playing 23 matches, Watkins scoring three goals in his 23 appearances and Stubbs-Mills 
picking up four NSL caps. 

Henderson and Langdon are now important members of the first grade side and Watkins is exptected back at Northern Spirit next season after a one year loan to 
Canberra Cosmos. 

This season, Northern Spirit signed 13 players under the age of 21, through either an apprenticeship scheme or on a part time basis. 

Eleven of those players have played first grade with Michael Cunico (26 games), Matthew Langdon (20), Jack Sobczyk (20), Simon Catanzaro (14), Adam Griffiths (13) 
Shane Lyons (6), Ryan Griffiths (5), Adam Snyder (6), Tony Faria (3), Dean Culina (3) and Paul Wearne (2) all getting first team experience. 

In the case of Langdon, Cunico, Sobezyk and Adam Griffiths they have all been regular members of the first grade side with Ryan Griffiths and Simon Catanzaro both 
enjoying extended time on the pitch in recent weeks. Only injury has held back Lyons and Faria. COLTS RESULTS 

“| don’t understand why some people were saying we are not giving our young kids a chance,” Arnold said. “I Syd Utd Yth 0 


NS Colts 0 _W'gong 


regularly have four or five kids out there. NS Colts W’gong Colts 0 NS Colts 


“You can’t just throw them all in there because they would get eaten alive and their confidence would be shot. We _N’Castie Yth NS Colts 1__W'gong Cts 


QAS 4 _NSColts 
NS Colts 1__ Syd Utd 


have been brining them along slowly and they have all handled themselves brilliantly. NS Colts 
“They will also learn a lot more with players lan Crook, Matthew Bingley and Robbie Slater around them.” Syd Olympic 


W'gongW 3 _NS Colts 


Arnold's beliefs can best be summed up by the fact three of these players all scored their first goal in the NSL ome 


during this season. Marconi Colts NS Colts 0__N'Castle 


NSWIS 2__NS Colts 


NS Colts 
Newcastle and Ryan Griffiths found the back of the net against Gippsland. NS Colts 


W'gong W 1__NSColts 


Despite criticism from some quarters, Northern Spirit will continue to forster the youth through a slow introduction NS Colts NS Colts 1 NS Youth 


to first grade. NS Colts NS Colts bye 


It has worked well up until now and there is no reason why it can’t continue to be a successful introduction for the NS colts OAS NS Colts 1_ AS 


next generation of Spirit Pups. NS Colts Marconi Clits Marconi NS Colts 
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Matthew Langdon scored his first goal against Sydney United and now has three, Shane Lyons scored against as ; ; NS Colts 0 Syd oy 
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YOUTH APPEARANCES 1999/2000 COLTS APPEARANCES 1999/2000 NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE RESULTS 
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Sydney Utd 1 | *Utd Forfeit 


NS Youth 
A Faria J Majurovski 
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P Weare = = P Henderson* 
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*Goalkeeper 1 Arrarte 


Wollongong Colts 1 
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AMartino 


REMAINING YOUTH GAMES 
QAS v NS Youth 
Tuesday 25th April at Suncorp Stadium. Kick-off 4.45pm N Moulds 
~ NS Youth v Parramatta Power J Perosh* ACTAS v NS Colts 
Saturday 29th April at Christie Park. Kick-off 4.30pm, J Sobszky - Tuesday 25th April at Bruce Stadium. Kick-off 12.30pm 
Wollongong Colts v NS Youth “Goalkeeper Parra Power v NS Colts : 
Saturday 6th May at Brandon Park No. 2. Kick-off 4.00pm Sunday 7th May at Parramatta Stadium. Kick-off 2.30pm 


REMAINING COLTS GAMES 
‘Sydney United Colts v NS Colts 
Sunday 23rd April at Syd United Sports Grd. Kick-off 4.00pm 
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Local Central Coast goalkeeper 
Jess Van Stratten is accustomed to 
facing tasks at a young age. 
He made his First Grade debut for 
the Central Coast Coasties at just 
15 and at the age of 17 he was 
J thrust onto the world stage when 
he was faced with a penalty shoot 
out to decide the U17 World Cup 
against the might of Brazil. 
Pressure is something that sits 
nicely on the shoulders of the 
Wamberal teenager. 
Now, at the age of 17, Jess is on 
the verge of making his National 
Soccer League first grade debut. 
“Pressure is not something | try to 
think about when I’m on the field 
but | don’t think making my NSL 
debut could be any worse than the 
penalty shoot out (U17 World 
Cup),” Jess said. 
“lam expecting it to be a big step up because | am playing 
against men, people who are bigger and stronger than what | 
am used to.” 


While hoping to block out the pressures of making his debut 
appearance in the Northern Spirit first grade side, Jess is 
excited about reaching the milestone in front of his hometown 


fans. —— 

Growing up on the Central Coast, Jess played his junior 
football with the Terrigal club before his talents were realised 
by the Central Coast Coasties. 

He played for the Coasties junior representatives sides from 
the age of 12 to the start of this season, when he joined 
Northern Spirit under the club’s apprenticeship scheme. 

It was while he was rising through the junior ranks at the 
Coasties that his talent was fully realised when he worked 
through the U18 and U21 sides to play several matches off the 
bench for the Coasties in the State Super League. 

Jess has been under the microscope of the Central Coast 
media as his career blossomed, so fans tonight will be no 
strangers to his ability and it is ironic that the same people 
who have watched his career sprout will witness his crowning 
glory - an NSL debut. 

“l’m happy to be doing it (making his NSL debut) here on the 
Central Coast,” Jess said. “I'll have some friends and family in 
the crowd but | won’t be thinking about them if | get onto the 
field.” 

Jess sprung to prominence with his penalty shoot out 
heroics against Brazil in the U17 World Cup Final in New 
Zealand, something that impressed Northern Spirit Coach 
Graham Arnold. 

“Jess did very well in New Zealand and he proved on a 
bigger stage what we already knew at Northern Spirit, that 
Jess has tremendous talent,” Arnold said. “He now has to 
make sure that over the next few years he works even harder 
at his game because the ages from 17-21 are crucial for 
developing football players. 

“Jess knows that and | am sure if he applies himself he will 
become a very polished goalkeeper.” 


Sounds Kewell to me! 


with the Spirit’s No. 1 Fan, Harry Kewell 


A: Leeds United we certainly have a battle on our hands to 
qualify for next season’s Champions League. 

Our 4-0 defeat against Arsenal earlier in the week was very 
disappointing and it allowed them to leapfrog us into the crucial 
third place in the Premier League. 

The top three teams qualify for the Champions League and we 
face a tough few weeks to make sure we can finish in the top 
three. 


It has been a very long season with our commitments in the 
UEFA Cup but we are determined to step up in class next 
season in the Champions League. 

But it is first things first and if we are to finish in the top three 
we have to concentrate on our remaining matches. 

It is an old cliché but we have to take it one match at a time. It 
is something we are taught at Leeds United and it is a very good 
lesson for football players at every level. 

Whether it be Leeds United or the local U19 side. 

The best way to leap up the table or finish top of the league or 
make the semi finals is to win games and the best way to win 
games is to prepare properly. 

Outside distractions like what you need to do over a period of 
time does not help you get over the top of whoever you face on 
a typical Saturday or Sunday afternoon. 

Whatever happens over the next few weeks it does not 
dampen my enthusiasm for next season. 

We have a great young side that is going forward and as much 
as+believe-you-ean-never take anything for granted-Ithink we 
can continue to improve as a team and as individuals. 

Even if we don’t qualify for the Champions League we have 
another season in the UEFA Cup to look forward to and although 
it is not as big as the Champions League it has been a great 
experience for us this season. 

As a sportsman you learn more and more by moving outside 
your comfort zone and that is what we have had to do at Leeds 
United this season by playing some of the best clubs from other 
leagues. 

We have been exposed to different styles of play and it has 
helped us develop as players. 

We have seen what influence winning the Champions League 
last season had on Manchester United this year as they have 
stepped up another gear. At Leeds United we believe we will 
take an extra step forward after learning so much this year. 

Tonight the mighty 
Northern Spirit takes on 
Canberra in Gosford and 
| hope the people of the 
Central Coast enjoy the 
Northern Spirit 
experience. 

| have been pleased to 
play a small part in 
Northern Spirit’s early 
years as Number One fan 
and | hope everyone 
enjoys the game tonight 
and becomes long-term 
Spirit fans. 


NSL TABLE FIRST TEAM STATISTICS 


ROUND 30 TABLE 


Home Avg Att: OCTOBER 

W'gong Wolves 4,821 MON | Syaney United 
Perth Glory 12,175 
Marconi Stallions 4,968 
N'castle Breakers 5,579 
Sydney Olympic 5,022 
Cariton 2677 
Adelaide Force 4,733 
Brisbane Strikers 3,298 
Parramatta Power 5,150 ‘Marconi Stallions 
Football Kingz 4417 KINGZ FC 

South Melbourne 6,831 
Melbourne Knights 4,399 


Northern Spirit 8,429 = 
Gippsland Falcons 2,053 MARCONI MOSS 58 


Canberra Cosmos 2,445 Melbourne Knights PERINICH 83 


Sydney United 3,331 
PERINICH 2, 73, BINGLEY 81 


our visitors tonight pe eae 


‘SEAL 50, BINGLEY 80, SAAD 87 7,138 


‘SEAL 12, 52, LANGDON 25 


PERINICH 2, SEAL 72 


CANBERRA COSMOS a 


BILOKAPIC 57 10, 


Tonight we welcome Canberra Cosmos to North Power Stadium and |_ a | waoawowes [oa | 


remember they put up some strong resistance on their home ground 
a : wer | Frii0 | marcom —_—'| 2-1 | BABIC 709, SEAL 44 | 4384_| 
before Spirit were finally able to break them down despite going ahead =n A SS = mt 
2-0 


5 - nei Za ingz FC 
after just two minutes when Tony Perinich netted his first of two for the GRPSLAND F SEN 40, GRERTHS 77 
evening. Matt Bingley was to add the finishing touch in a 3-1 win at Bruce 
Stadium. They also took all the points.with them from this fixture last Marconi Stallions -3 | LANGDON 56, BILOKAPIC B2p (enema 


[ 6.235 | 

When Tom Sermanni took over last season, the Cosmos third manager FRI14 | Adelaide Force [ GRIFFITHS 31, CRANNEY92 | =| 4,020 | 

for the year, he instilled some much needed backbone into the side and OE NS ee 

their lowly position this year is probably not justified. At the back is solid | ne2 | asters | | °° 4£=xf —_— 

defender 33-year old journeyman David Winnie who can count several [ riz [ame | |  #£=x «© 
Be ee 


years playing European Cup Winners’ and UEFA Cup matches when plying 
his trade for Ayr United, St. Mirren, Dundee, Hearts and Aberdeen in 
Scotland, Reykjavkur in Iceland, where he was crowned Player of the Year 
in ‘98 and Middlesbrough (Eng). He also won the Scottish Cup in 1987 — ba — _ CANBERRA C OSMOS — 
and so is not short on experience. . Robert Enes ~ David Mitin 

Robbie Hooker celebrated 350 NSL appearances recently and is Matthew Langdon -—— Toplica Popovich 
another who has played for several clubs in Australia: Sydney City, = Matthew Bingley Danny Burt 
Sydney Olympic, Adelaide Sharks (now defunct) and of course Marconi tai ete vere 
Stallions last year. A solid defender who has been capped for Australia on —— “Robbie Slater (cpt) David Winnie 
25 occassions, he may be slowing a little these days but there is no Tony Perinich Daniel Watkins 
accounting for experience and this lad has it in abundance. David Seal Alex Castro 

Ivo De Jesus claims a midfield/forward role that has seen him on the ae Meta alan 
score sheet a few times this year and he is joined on the pitch by Harry Simon Catanzaro ~~ Brian Hamilton 
James, nicknamed ‘Hazard’ by his team mates, in a close-knit PhilMoss = 19 
partnership. And of course, who can forget defender and ex-Spirit player war then Shane Lyons Harry James 
Nic Purdue, who transferred to Cosmos after a couple of NSL rounds last Ill ES (CT a 

fe. 


SUN 10 


Gippsland Falcons 


2 
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Dean Culina Iija Prenzoski 
season, and our very own Danny Watkins who started the season on fire Paul Bilokapic aucune ; 
after being loaned out to Cosmos to gain experience and get regular first Paul Wearne 18 Nick Mrdja 
team football. 

Jess Van Stratten* 0 Grant Barlow* 


defeat on any side in the NSL. Let's just hope that today isn’t the day as Adam Snyder Andrew Clark 

Spirit look to avenge that defeat here last season. ETE OR PJ Roberts 
Ryan Griffiths Wo De Jesus 
Jack Sobozyk 8 —_ Gabriel Gonzalez 


= Adi 
SPIRIT HEAD TO HEAD i 


lan Crook 
Sean Cranney _ Angelo Kostaninou 
Michael Prentice 
Graham Arnold Coach Tom Sermanni 
lan Crook Ast. Coach 


Graham Arnold (coach) 
Allin all, Canberra are a tricky side to break down, don't concede too Michael Cunico 
many soft goals this season and, on their day, are capable of inflicing Paul Henderson* 


